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MSS 668     GUTHRIE, Charles Snow, 1922-2000  
 
6  boxes.  65 folders.  543 items.  1777-1997.   







 Charles Snow Guthrie, the son of Charlie Snow Guthrie and Minnie May (Scott) Guthrie, 
was born on 15 February 1922 in Scotts Bottom, Cumberland County, Kentucky.  Orphaned by 
the age of 10, Charles was raised by his aunt, Ada (Guthrie) Bryson and her husband Chester 
C. Bryson.  Forced to leave Burkesville High School because of ill health, Guthrie took 
correspondence courses until he entered Lindsey Wilson College in 1947.  He graduated from 
Lindsey Wilson in 1949 and attended Western Kentucky State College (now WKU), but had to 
drop out in order to return home to manage his aunt and uncle’s farm.  Guthrie farmed and 
taught school in Cumberland County and, through a combination of summer school and 
correspondence courses, graduated from WKU in 1958 with a degree in English.  He earned a 
master’s degree from WKU in 1965.  While teaching in WKU’s English department, Guthrie 
began graduate work at the University of Kentucky and received his Ed. D. in 1976; his 
dissertation concerned the use of Kentucky folklore as a resource for high school English 
programs.  Guthrie served as editor of the Kentucky Folklore Record from 1970-1978.  He 
retired from WKU in 1984. 
 Guthrie’s grandfather and father were Freemasons, and in 1943 he joined Cumberland 
Lodge No. 413.  (Further details about Guthrie’s Masonic memberships and honors can be 
found in Box 1, Folders 1 and 7 of this collection.)  Guthrie grew interested in the origins of 
Masonry, and prepared a sketch of his lodge’s history for its 1966 centennial.  At a meeting of 
the Philalethes Society (the Masonic research and education society) in 1969, he was 
approached about writing a history of Freemasonry in the state.  The result was Kentucky 
Freemasonry, 1788-1978:  The Grand Lodge and the Men Who Made It, published in 1981 by 
the Grand Lodge of Kentucky Free and Accepted Masons.  Appointed Grand Lodge Historian in 
1976, Guthrie also wrote numerous articles on Freemasonry and on individual Masons that 
appeared in Masonic publications such as The New Age, The Northern Light and The 
Philalethes.  
Guthrie married Vera Marie Grinstead on 25 December 1973, and they adopted two 
children.  Charles Snow Guthrie died on 24 December 2000 and was interred in Burkesville 
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COLLECTION NOTE  
 
 This collection consists primarily of Charles Snow Guthrie’s research and writing on 
Kentucky Freemasonry.  Included is the manuscript of Kentucky Freemasonry 1788-1978, as 
well as manuscript (and in some cases, published) versions of numerous articles.  Also included 
(Box 5) are ledgers dating from the 1940s relating to the operation of the Guthrie farm in 
Cumberland County, Kentucky. 
 Box 1 contains Guthrie’s research, manuscripts and correspondence regarding the 
history of Kentucky Freemasonry.  Correspondence (Folders 1-6) generally concerns Guthrie’s 
research and sources, genealogical queries from the descendants of Masons, comments on 
Guthrie’s articles, arrangements for the publication of Kentucky Freemasonry 1788-1978, 
comments on the book, and requests for copies.  A critique (Folder 2) accompanies Guthrie’s 
draft of a proposed entry on Freemasonry for the Encyclopedia of Southern History.  His report 
as Grand Lodge Historian in September 1979 (Folder 3) sets out the extent of his research for 
Kentucky Freemasonry 1788-1978 and notes the contribution of an introduction and editorial 
assistance from J. Winston Coleman, Jr., an author, collector of Kentucky history, and fellow 
Mason.  Correspondence with Coleman (Folder 6) mainly concerns corrections and comments 
on the manuscript; Guthrie also provides an autobiographical sketch to assist Coleman in writing 
the introduction.  The remainder of Box 1 consists of certificates for Masonic awards and 
designations given to Guthrie (Folder 7); reviews of Kentucky Freemasonry 1788-1978, and 
Guthrie’s reports as historian subsequent to its publication (Folder 8); Guthrie’s “beginner’s 
guide” to Freemasonry in Kentucky (Folder 9); Guthrie’s history of the Knights Templar in 
Kentucky (Folders 10-11); and his account of nineteenth-century Masons and lodges in 
Cumberland County, Kentucky (Folder 12). 
 Box 2 contains mostly research and papers by Guthrie on individual Masons and topics in 
Freemasonry.  Of interest is his research and article on David Vinton, lyricist for the funeral dirge 
“Pleyel’s Hymn” used at Masonic lodges, who was expelled for misconduct and died at the 
Shaker colony at South Union, Kentucky (Folder 10).  Also of interest is Guthrie’s guide to a 
Masonic burial service (Folder 18), originally adopted by the Grand Lodge of Kentucky in 1935 
and modified by Guthrie based on his experience conducting Masonic funerals; and Guthrie’s 
book reviews and papers defending Freemasonry from characterization as a church or cult 
(Folders 19, 21). 
 Box 3 contains additional research and papers by Guthrie on individual Masons and 
topics in Freemasonry.  Included in miscellaneous event, dedication and souvenir programs 
from across Kentucky (Folder 8) are editions of “Fraternal Footballers” and “Brothers of the Bat,” 
compilations of Masons connected with football and baseball.  General research (Folders 9-12) 
includes copies of secondary sources, articles, bulletins, lodge histories, clippings, and 
membership statistics. 
 Box 4 contains the manuscript of Guthrie’s book Kentucky Freemasonry, 1788-1978:  
The Grand Lodge and the Men Who Made It. 
 Box 5 contains farm account books, general journals, tenant ledgers and miscellaneous 
financial records of Charles Guthrie and his uncle Chester C. Bryson pertaining to their 
Cumberland County farm. 
 Box 6 includes 5 reel-to-reel audio recordings of some folk tales and traditional folk 








BOX 1 Charles Snow Guthrie     1875-1995 276 items 
 
Folder 1 Inventory and biographical data      5 items 
 
Folder 2 Correspondence      1960-1976 36 items 
 
Folder 3 Correspondence      1977-1979 71 items 
 
Folder 4 Correspondence      1980-1981 32 items 
 
Folder 5 Correspondence      1982-1994 60 items 
 
Folder 6 Correspondence with J. Winston Coleman, Jr.  1971-1982 25 items 
 
Folder 7 Guthrie’s Masonic certificates and awards  1976-1995 5 items 
 
Folder 8 Reviews of Kentucky Freemasonry 1788-1978;  1982-1983 8 items 
  Guthrie’s reports as Grand Lodge Historian 
 
Folder 9 “A Beginner’s Guide to Freemasonry in Kentucky,” 1987  4 items 
  compiled by Charles Snow Guthrie 
 
Folder 10 Manuscript of A Long Line of Plumed Knights:   1992  7 items 
  The Kentucky Knights Templar, 1819-1992 by 
  Charles Snow Guthrie (through chapter 4) 
 
Folder 11 Manuscript of A Long Line of Plumed Knights:   1992  9 items 
  The Kentucky Knights Templar, 1819-1992 by 
  Charles Snow Guthrie (chapter 5 – end) 
 
Folder 12 “The Masons and Lodges of Cumberland County, 1875-1991 14 items 




BOX 2 Charles Snow Guthrie     1821-1995 120 items 
 
Folder 1 Letters, clippings regarding Jack Preston Hodges 1977-1979 24 items 
 
Folder 2 Bowling Green Craftsman (newsletter of Bowling 1988-1991 26 items 
  Green Lodge No. 73) 
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Folder 4 Research materials regarding Richard Clough  1878, 1931- 11 items 
  Anderson       1987 
 
Folder 5 “General John Cabell Breckinridge, 33°,” by   1980  2 items 
  Charles Snow Guthrie 
 
Folder 6 “John Henry Cowles, 33°,” by Charles Snow  1954  3 items 
  Guthrie, and memorial by Sovereign Grand 
  Commander 
 
Folder 7 “Henry Bannister Grant (1837-1912), First  1912-1913, 4 items 
  Editor, Masonic Home Journal, by Charles Snow n.d. 
  Guthrie, and associated research 
 
Folder 8 “James Guthrie: Entrepreneur, Statesman,   1993  10 items 
  Freemason,” by Charles Snow Guthrie, and  
  associated research 
 
Folder 9 “Albert Pike and ‘Dixie,’” by Charles Snow Guthrie 1965  3 items 
 
Folder 10 “David Vinton (1774-1833),” by Charles Snow  1821-1983 9 items 
  Guthrie, and associated research 
 
Folder 11 “The Origin and Early Expansion of Kentucky  1969, n.d. 2 items  
  Freemasonry” and “Kentucky’s Role in the 
  Expansion of Freemasonry,” by Charles Snow 
  Guthrie 
 
Folder 12 “Some Research Techniques and Suggested   1970  2 items 
  Topics for Research,” by Charles Snow Guthrie 
 
Folder 13 “Lafayette’s Visits to Kentucky Masonic Lodges in 1972  1 item 
  1825,” by Charles Snow Guthrie 
 
Folder 14 “Henry Clay and Freemasonry,” by Charles Snow 1973  2 items 
  Guthrie 
 
Folder 15 “The Celtic Influence on American Freemasonry,” 1979  3 items 
  by Charles Snow Guthrie 
 
Folder 16 “Colonel Franklin Lane Wolford, U.S.A.,” by Charles 1988  4 items 
  Snow Guthrie, and book proposal 
 
Folder 17 “Wife’s Guide to Freemasonry,” by Charles Snow 1988  1 item 
  Guthrie 
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Folder 18 “Masonic Burial Service,” by Charles Snow Guthrie 1989  1 item 
 
Folder 19 Review of Ed Becker and Dave Hunt, The God  1989  1 item 
  Makers, by Charles Snow Guthrie 
 
Folder 20 “From Darkness to Light:  Adventures in Learning  n.d.  1 item 
  and Writing about Freemasonry,” by Charles Snow 
  Guthrie 
 
Folder 21 “Why Some Churches and Preachers Oppose  1989, 1995 3 items 
  Freemasonry,” by Charles Snow Guthrie; Guthrie’s 
  comments on Should A Christian Be a Mason?; 
  Bulletin, “Freemasonry and Religion are Compatible”  
 
 
BOX 3 Charles Snow Guthrie     1777-1997 114 items 
 
Folder 1 “Kentucky:  Pioneer Grand Lodge of the West,”  n.d.  1 item 
  by Charles Snow Guthrie 
 
Folder 2 “The Grand Lodge of Kentucky and the Civil War,” n.d.  2 items 
  by Charles Snow Guthrie, and associated research 
 
Folder 3 “What are the Landmarks of Freemasonry?” by  n.d.  1 item 
  Charles Snow Guthrie 
 
Folder 4 Charles Snow Guthrie addresses to wives of  1993, n.d. 3 items 
  Masons; letter to editor regarding Freemasonry 
 
Folder 5 Research materials regarding Benjamin Taylor  1843-1986 11 items 
  Kavanaugh 
 
Folder 6 Research materials regarding John Edwards King 1777-1968 10 items 
 
Folder 7 Excerpt from Autobiography of a Pioneer, by Jacob 1857  1 item 
  Young (Cincinnati: 1857) 
 
Folder 8 Masonic programs, reports, publications   1957-1989 17 items 
 
Folder 9 General research materials    1821-1971 9 items 
 
Folder 10 General research materials    1857-1997 13 items 
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Folder 12 General research materials    1976-1997 26 items 
 
 
BOX 4 Charles Snow Guthrie     1980  5 items 
 
Folder 1 Kentucky Freemasonry, 1788-1978:  The Grand 1980  1 item 
  Lodge and the Men Who Made It – Chapters 1 
  through 8 (manuscript)  
 
Folder 2 Kentucky Freemasonry, 1788-1978:  The Grand 1980  1 item 
  Lodge and the Men Who Made It – Chapters 9 
  through 15 (manuscript) 
 
Folder 3 Kentucky Freemasonry, 1788-1978:  The Grand 1980  1 item 
  Lodge and the Men Who Made It – Chapter 16  
  (manuscript) 
 
Folder 4 Kentucky Freemasonry, 1788-1978:  The Grand 1980  1 item 
  Lodge and the Men Who Made It – Notes and 
  appendices (manuscript) 
 
Folder 5 Kentucky Freemasonry, 1788-1978:  The Grand 1980  1 item 
  Lodge and the Men Who Made It – Index   
  (manuscript) 
 
 
BOX 5 Charles Snow Guthrie     1943-1952 23 items 
 
Folder 1 Charles S. Guthrie – Farm journal   1943-1945 1 item 
 
Folder 2 Charles S. Guthrie – Notice to hempseed grower; 1943  2 items 
  tax stamp for marijuana producer 
 
Folder 3 Charles S. Guthrie – General farm ledger  1943-1945 4 items 
 
Folder 4 Charles S. Guthrie – General farm ledger  1944-1945 1 item 
 
Folder 5 Charles S. Guthrie – Accounts ledger   1945-1946 1 item 
 
Folder 6 Charles S. Guthrie – Tenants ledger   1946-1947 1 item 
 
Folder 7 Charles S. Guthrie – Miscellaneous personal,  1944-1952 10 items 
  financial, tax records 
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Folder 9 C. C. Bryson – Cash book     1944-1945 1 item 
 
Folder 10 C. C. Bryson – Tenants ledger    1946  1 item 
 
 
BOX 6 Recordings       1916-1973 5 items 
 
Folder 1 Recording by Guthrie of a Edison Dise phonograph  1916  1 item 
cylinder, patented May 23, 1916, Serial H19 SM  
20056, made by Thomas A. Edison Co., Inc., 
Orange, N.J. USA.  
50520-R (Joe Arzonia) “The Preacher and the Bear”  
sung by Arthur Collins; “A Coon Possum Hunt”  
Goelen and Hines.  
5995-C-6-47 “The Colonel Recruits,” coon vaudeville  
sketch with banjo.  
5975-C-8-54 Whistling Coon written by James  
Deverer and performed by Edward Meeker and the 
Empire Vaudeville Company.  
3833-C-3-18 “War Talk at Punkin Center” narrated  
by Cal Stewart (character is Uncle Josh) 
 
Folder 2 Recording       n.d.  1 item 
Old time fiddle tunes (unidentified) 
  “Higher Roads to Travel” 
  “The Breathalyzer Machine” 
  “Three Horses Standin” 
  “Skip to My Lou” 
  Musician not identified on any of the above 
 
Folder 3 Recording of Sam Campbell telling folktales  1973  1 item 
  to Charles Guthrie in Indianapolis, Indiana. 
  Campbell was from Hazard, Perry County, 
  Kentucky was he was a coal miner.  In 1973 
  he is noted as “disabled.” 
 
Folder 4 Recording of Clarence Brown “Whitey” Stearns  1965  1 item 
  Songs learned from Lewis Cary: 
  “Old Uncle Jim Walking in the Mud” 
  “Luler” 
  “Virginia Nigger” or “”Ten Bay Horses” 
  Other songs: 
  “Sally Goodin” 
  “Old Joe Clark” 
  “Up Jumped the Devil” 
  “Wednesday Night Waltz” 
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  “Faded Love” 
  “Rubber Dolly” 
  “Rock of Ages” 
  “Orange Blossom Special” 
  “Goofus” 
  “Lil Liza Jane” 
  “Sweet Georgia Brown” 
  “Rubber Dolly” (vocal) 
  “Spanish Two-Step” 
 
Folder 5 Recording of Clarence Brown “Whitey” Stearns  1965  1 item 
  “Soldier’s Joy” 
  “Arkansas Traveler” 
  “Up Jumped the Devil” 
  “Ragtime Annie” 
  “Sally Goodin” 
  “The Breathalyzer Machine” 
  “The Arkansas Mountain Blues” 
  “Three Horses Standin’” 
  “Old Nashville Town” 
  “Is It True What They Say About Dixie” 
  “I Sold My Wedding Ring” 
  “Bum’s Vacation” 
  “Soft Silvery Moon” 





MSS GUTHRIE, Charles Snow,                             1777-1997 
668  1922-2000 
  
  Research, correspondence and manuscripts of WKU 
 English faculty member Charles Snow Guthrie regarding  
the history of Freemasonry in Kentucky.  Includes some  
business records relating to Guthrie’s farm in Cumberland  
County, Kentucky.  Also includes some reel-to-reel 
recordings made by Guthrie of traditional folk music. 
  6 boxes.  65 folders.  543 items.  Originals,  
photocopies, carbon copies, reel-to-reel audio tapes. 





Anderson, Richard Clough, Jr., 1788-1826 – Relating to     B2,F4; B3,F12 
9 
 
MSS 668 Manuscripts & Folklife Archives – Library Special Collections – Western Kentucky University 
 
Baseball players – Relating to      B3,F8 
Breckinridge, John Cabell, 1821-1875 – Relating to     B1,F3,4; B2,F5 
Bryson, Chester Clifton, 1884-1950 – Relating to     B5,F8-10 
Buckner, Simon Bolivar, 1823-1914 – Relating to    B3,F12 
Cann, Kenneth Wilkins, 1898-1988       B1,F4 
Cary, Lewis Walker, 1887-1965 – Relating to       B6,F4 
Certificates – Masons       B1,F7 
Clarke, Kenneth Wendell, b. 1917      B1,F4 
Clarke, Mary Louise (Washington), 1913-1999      B1,F4 
Clay, Henry, 1777-1852 – Relating to     B2,F14; B3,F12 
Coleman, John Winston, Jr., 1898-1983       B1,F6 
Coleman, John Winston, Jr., 1898-1983 – Relating to     B1,F6 
Cowles, John Henry, 1863-1954 – Relating to      B2,F6 
“Dixie” (song) – Relating to     B2,F9 
Farms and farming – Cumberland County, 1944-1947      B5 
Fiddle tunes       B6,F2,4-5 
Football players – Relating to      B3,F8 
Freemasonry       B1-4 
Freemasonry – Women and       B1,F5; B2,F17; B3,F4; B3,F11 
Grant, Henry Bannister, 1837-1912 – Relating to     B2,F7; B3,F11 
Guthrie family – Relating to     B1,F6 
Guthrie, James, 1792-1869 – Relating to     B2,F8 
Hemp – Cumberland County – Relating to    B5,F2 
Hodges, Jack Preston, b. 1942? – Relating to     B2,F1 
Kavanaugh, Benjamin Taylor, 1805-1888 – Relating to     B1,F4; B3,F5 
King, John Edwards, 1757-1828 – Relating to     B3,F6 
Lafayette, Marie Joseph Paul Yves Roch Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de, 1757-1834 –  
 Relating to       B2,F13; B3,F12 
Masonic homes – Relating to      B1,F3 
Masonic University – La Grange – Relating to     B1,F4; B3,F10 
Masons (Fraternal organization)      B1-4 
Masons (Fraternal organization) – Civil War, 1861-1865      B3,F2 
Masons (Fraternal organization) – Cumberland County       B1,F12; B3,F9 
Masons (Fraternal organization) – Funeral rites and ceremonies       B2,F18 
Masons (Fraternal organization) – Kentucky 
Masons (Fraternal organization) – Music       B1,F2,3; B2,F10; B3,F10 
Masons (Fraternal organization) – Prayers      B3,F9 
Masons (Fraternal organization) – Warren County     B2,F2,3 
Morris, Rob, 1818-1888 – Relating to     B3,F10 
Murphy, Horace Alexander, 1890-1981       B1,F2    
Pickett, James Chamberlyne, 1793-1872 – Relating to    B1,F5 
Pike, Albert, 1809-1891 – Relating to     B2,F9; B3,F8,12 
Sevier, John, 1745-1815 – Relating to    B3,F12  
Stearns, Clarence Brown “Whitey,” 1923-1971       B6,F4-5 
Tannehill, Wilkins, 1787-1858 – Relating to     B3,F12 
Tutt, Harry W., 1898-1970         B1,F2 
10 
 
MSS 668 Manuscripts & Folklife Archives – Library Special Collections – Western Kentucky University 
 
Vinton, David, 1774-1833 – Relating to     B1,F2,5; B2,F10; B3,F10 
Wingate family – Relating to     B3,F10 
Wolford, Franklin Lane, 1817-1895 – Relating to    B2,F16 
Young, Jacob, 1776-1859 – Relating to     B3,F7 









Niedermeier/Jeffrey   03/12/2020 
